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The South Georgia Technical 
College Foundation dedicated 
the teleconference room in 
the John M. Pope Industrial 
Technology Center as the Betty 
Deriso Pope Teleconference 
Room in recognition of her 
support and contributions to 
South Georgia Technical College 
and the Foundation recently.

“South Georgia Technical 
College is pleased to be able 
to honor Betty Pope for her 
contributions to our college by 
dedicating the teleconference 
room in the John M. Pope 
Industrial Technology Center 
as the Betty Deriso Pope 
Teleconference Room,” said 
SGTC President Sparky Reeves 
before a large crowd that 

gathered in the rotunda of the 
Pope Center for the ceremony.

“The John M. Pope Industrial 
Technology Center was named 
after Betty’s late husband and 
we thought that Betty needed to 
have her own presence in this 
building. The teleconference 
room is the heart of the Pope 
Center so it is only fitting that 

this room is 
named after 
Betty, who was 
the heart of 
John’s life,” said 
Reeves.

Betty Pope and 
her daughter, 
Kerri Post of 
Tampa, Florida, 
were on hand at 
the dedication to 
unveil the letters 
installed above 
the double doors 
entering the 
Betty Deriso Pope 
Teleconference 
Room.

“I am so 
honored,” said Mrs. 
Pope. “John loved 
this community 
and he loved South 

Georgia Tech. He would be so 
pleased to see this building and 
the way that it is being utilized. 
I am thrilled to have a named 
room in this building because 
it means that John and I are 
hooked up together again.”

Mrs. Pope also talked about 
the educational opportunities 
that South Georgia Technical 
College offers and praised the 

college for their support of the 
community. “South Georgia 
Tech is very innovative in the 
courses they provide and in their 
response to the needs of our 
local business and industry.”

Mrs. Pope is an Honorary 
Emeritus member of the South 
Georgia Technical College 
Foundation. She and her 
husband were instrumental in 
helping change the perception 
of South Georgia Technical 
College through their support 
of the Foundation’s first 
capital campaign, “Partners in 
Progress.” The John M. Pope 
Industrial Technology Center was 
an outgrowth of that campaign.

Since that time, Mrs. Pope 
has created the college’s first 
endowed chair for the SGTC 
Manufacturing Academy and 
established and endowed the 
Pope Construction Scholarship 
in honor of and in memory of 
her husband, who dedicated his 
life to the construction business 
and loved and helped others to 
become master craftsmen.

Rick Whaley, Chairman of the 
SGTC Foundation, welcomed 
Mrs. Pope and her family 
members, special guests, SGTC 
Foundation Trustees, Board 
of Directors, faculty, staff, and 
supporters to the dedication 
ceremony. Whaley also thanked 
Mrs. Pope for what she and her 
husband had done to make this 
community a better place to live 
and for her support of South 
Georgia Technical College and 
the Foundation.

Kerri Post is shown above with her mother Betty Pope and SGTC 
President Sparky Reeves in front of the newly named Betty 
Deriso Pope Teleconference Room in the John M. Pope Industrial 
Technology Center on the South Georgia Tech campus.
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Mission
The mission of the SGTC Foundation 
Board of Trustees is to support the 
mission of the college; to promote 
the college within the designated 

service area and the state at 
large; to serve as advisors in the 
advancement for the college; and 
to plan and implement resource 

development activities. 



Memorials and Honoraria
In Memory Of . . .
Mr. Jerry Bailey 

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Webb
Mrs. Patt Copeland 

Mike & Su Ann Bird
Mr. Andy Jackson 

Mrs. Su Ann Bird 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Darden 
Fisher Crum Foundation, Inc. 
Ms. Sandra J. Harpe

Mr. John Kelly, Sr. 
Mike & Su Ann Bird

Mr. Tom Lloyd 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Baldwin 
Mike & Su Ann Bird 
Mr. Michael P. Cochran 
Ms. Valerie Hines 
Mr. Dovard Holton 
Mr. Robert Jackson 
Mr. Reginald Richardson 
Souther Field Aviation 
Mr. Richard M. Urash

Mr. Darren Madden 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Webb

Mr. Fred Kight 
Dash Family Foundation

Mrs. Elaine Walls Owens 
Ms. Stella W. Bailey

Mr. Hughes Palmer 
Accelerated Physical Therapy 
Mrs. Su Ann Bird 
Mike & Janice W. Davis 
Hammack Well & Pump 
Mrs. Jan Hobgood 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Webb

Madeline Wildes 
J. Perkins Insurance

In Honor Of . . .
Sparky Reeves 

Mrs. Gladys C. Crabb

Scholarship 
Endowments2008 Annual Fund Drive

Glover Food Services Scholarship 
Endowed by Glover Food Services

High Performance/Motorsports 
Vehicle Technology Scholarship

Endowed by the Georgia Street 
Rod Association

Leon F. Strickland Welding 
Scholarship 
Endowed by Mrs. Ruth Jones

John and Sarah Trask Marketing 
Scholarship

Endowed by Mrs. Sarah Trask

Non Profit Org
US Postage

P A I D
Permit 41
Albany GA

P.O. Box 6102
Americus, GA 31709
229.931.2248

www.southgatech.edu

SAVE THE DATE!
Look for TechForce 2009 materials arriving in your mailbox in September!


