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South Georgia Technical College Foundation Dedicates
Betty Deriso Pope Teleconference Room
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The mission of the SGTC Foundation
Board of Trustees is to support the
mission of the college; to promote

the college within the designated
service area and the state at
large; to serve as advisors in the
advancement for the college; and
to plan and implement resource
development activities.

The South Georgia Technical
College Foundation dedicated
the teleconference room in
the John M. Pope Industrial
Technology Center as the Betty
Deriso Pope Teleconference
Room in recognition of her
support and contributions to
South Georgia Technical College
and the Foundation recently.

gathered in the rotunda of the
Pope Center for the ceremony.
“The John M. Pope Industrial
Technology Center was named
after Betty’s late husband and
we thought that Betty needed to
have her own presence in this
building. The teleconference
room is the heart of the Pope
Center so it is only fitting that
this room is

named after
Betty, who was
the heart of
John’s life,” said
Reeves.

Betty Pope and
her daughter,
Kerri Post of
Tampa, Florida,
were on hand at
the dedication to
unveil the letters
installed above
the double doors
entering the
Betty Deriso Pope
Teleconference
Room.

Kerri Post is shown above with her mother Betty Pope and SGTC
President Sparky Reeves in front of the newly named Betty
Deriso Pope Teleconference Room in the John M. Pope Industrial
Technology Center on the South Georgia Tech campus.

“South Georgia Technical
College is pleased to be able
to honor Betty Pope for her
contributions to our college by
dedicating the teleconference
room in the John M. Pope
Industrial Technology Center
as the Betty Deriso Pope
Teleconference Room,” said
SGTC President Sparky Reeves
before a large crowd that

“l am so
honored,” said Mrs.
Pope. “John loved
this community
and he loved South
Georgia Tech. He would be so
pleased to see this building and
the way that it is being utilized.
| am thrilled to have a named
room in this building because
it means that John and | are
hooked up together again.”

Mrs. Pope also talked about
the educational opportunities
that South Georgia Technical
College offers and praised the

college for their support of the
community. “South Georgia
Tech is very innovative in the
courses they provide and in their
response to the needs of our
local business and industry.”

Mrs. Pope is an Honorary
Emeritus member of the South
Georgia Technical College
Foundation. She and her
husband were instrumental in
helping change the perception
of South Georgia Technical
College through their support
of the Foundation’s first
capital campaign, “Partners in
Progress.” The John M. Pope
Industrial Technology Center was
an outgrowth of that campaign.

Since that time, Mrs. Pope
has created the college’s first
endowed chair for the SGTC
Manufacturing Academy and
established and endowed the
Pope Construction Scholarship
in honor of and in memory of
her husband, who dedicated his
life to the construction business
and loved and helped others to
become master craftsmen.

Rick Whaley, Chairman of the
SGTC Foundation, welcomed
Mrs. Pope and her family
members, special guests, SGTC
Foundation Trustees, Board
of Directors, faculty, staff, and
supporters to the dedication
ceremony. Whaley also thanked
Mrs. Pope for what she and her
husband had done to make this
community a better place to live
and for her support of South
Georgia Technical College and
the Foundation.
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SAVE THE DATE!

Look for TechForce 2009 materials arriving in your mailbox in September!



